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Father Arturo Sosa was born in 
Caracas, Venezuela on 12 Novem-
ber 1948. Until his election, Fa-
ther Sosa was Delegate for Inter-
provincial Houses of the Society 
in Rome, as well as serving on the 
General Council as a Counsellor. 
He obtained a licentiate in philo-
sophy from the Andrés Bello Ca-
tholic University in 1972. He later 
obtained a doctorate in Political 
Science from the Central Univer-
sity of Venezuela, in 1990.
Father Sosa speaks Spanish, Ita-
lian, English, and understands 
French.

In 2008, during General Congregation 35, Father General Adolfo Nicolás appointed 
Father Arturo Sosa as General Counsellor, based in Venezuela. In 2014, Father Sosa joi-
ned the General Curia community and took on the role of Delegate for Interprovincial 
Roman Houses of the Society of Jesus in Rome, which include the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, the Pontifical Biblical Institute, the Pontifical Oriental Institute, the Vatican 
Observatory, Civiltà Cattolica, as well as international Jesuit colleges in Rome.

Between 1996 and 2004, Father Sosa was provincial superior of the Jesuits in Venezuela. 
Before that, he was the province coordinator for the social apostolate, during which time 
he was also director of Gumilla Social Center, a center for research and social action for 
the Jesuits in Venezuela.

Father Arturo Sosa has dedicated a large part of his life to research and teaching. He 
has held different positions in academia. He has been a professor and member of the 
Council of the Andrés Bello Catholic Foundation and Rector of the Catholic University 
of Táchira. He has pursued research and teaching in the field of political science, in va-
rious centers and institutions.

On 14 October 2016, he became the 31st Superior General of the Society of Jesus.
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476 Years of History
30 Superiors General
1 Society of Jesus
In October 2016, the Jesuits’ General Congregation 36 was convened in Rome. 
GC 36 was convoked by Jesuit Superior General Adolfo Nicolás, SJ, 80, 
who announced his intention to resign after serving as the Jesuits’ leader since 2008.

Since its founding in 1540, the Society of Jesus has had 30 Superiors General. 
The 215 delegates to GC 36 decided the new one.




