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Rome: travel instructions 

February 2007

The primary Rome airport is Leonardo da Vinci airport  (FCO) in Fiumicino, a little town by the seaside, 20 kilometers/12.5 miles west of Rome. The airport is more often referred to as Fiumicino (Aeroporto di Fiumicino in Italian) than by its formal title, Leonardo da Vinci. Most international flights arrive in Fiumicino. The secondary airport is Ciampino airport (CIA), a little town in the southern suburbs of Rome. Ryan Air, Easy Jet and some charter flights fly into Ciampino. 

I. Arriving at Ciampino Airport

Options for getting to the Curia:

1) In the parking lot outside the arrivals area, you will see a bus stop where you can take a local bus to the Ciampino train station (cost: one euro). The local train from Ciampino to Roma Termini costs three euros and takes just 15 minutes. From Termini you can follow directions below for taking a bus to the terminal.

2) There are two shuttles that go between Ciampino and Stazioni Termini. Terravision Shuttle and Schiaffini Travel Shuttle leave from the front of the airport near the arrivals area. Tickets cost 13.50 euro round trip, 8 euro one way. At Stazioni Termini the shuttles depart for Ciampino near Hotel Royal Santina (via Marsala 22). Follow directions below for getting from Termini to the Curia.

II. Arriving at Fiumicino airport

1.  Leonardo da Vinci airport in Fiumicino has expanded to three terminals, aptly called A, B, and C. A is for flights between Rome and other Italian cities, such as Milan.  B is for flights between Rome and certain cities outside Italy but inside the European Union. C is flights between Rome and all other cities.

2.  If  Rome is your initial entry-point into Europe (ie: you arrive at terminal C), you will first go to immigration to present your passport. Observe the signs that point to separate lines for EU Nationals (from the European Union) and NON-EU NATIONALS; if you get into the wrong line, you will have to go back and start again. If you have already landed at another European airport such as Frankfort or Amsterdam, you will have presented your passport there and will not be asked for it again in Rome. 

3.  After  immigration in Terminal C you will move on to the baggage claim area.  There are TV monitors that show which of the carousels in the luggage area will have the bags from your flight. Don’t be surprised if you have to wait up to a half-hour for your baggage to arrive.  When you are ready to leave the baggage claim in Terminal C, you go to customs. There are two exits, “Goods to Declare,” and “Nothing to Declare.”  Sometimes no customs officials are there. At other times they may be present and check the bags of every 99th person in the "Nothing-To-Declare" line.  

5.  If you arrive at terminal A or B, you skip immigration and customs and proceed directly to baggage claim.

6.  MasterCard and Visa are both widely accepted in Italy; Amex and other cards are less accepted.  But currency is needed, too—e.g., for taxis. There are several banks in the terminals and in the railway station. Change $100 or more into EURO notes and coins here if you have not done this before leaving home. There are several currency exchange businesses near the Curia as well.

	C A U T I O N

Watch your luggage very carefully, both within the airport and on your way to the Curia, on trains and on buses. The increased number of tourists seems to have sparked an increase in the number of thieves seeking to take advantage of tired or distracted travelers. Once trick is for one member of a team to distract the traveler by asking questions while his compatriot steals the bag. Buses are notorious for pickpockets. Never leave bags unattended for even a moment, and keep all valuables in interior zipped pockets.  




III. Getting from Fiumicino into Rome

1. From Fiumicino airport airport you may go to Rome via train and bus or via taxi. For the train, look for signs pointing to FS (Ferrovie dello Stato/National Railways) when you exit the baggage area.Elevators and moving walkways will take you down to pass under the traffic and then bring you up to the station which is located amidst the multi-story parking garages across the roadway from the airport. You are not allowed to put trolleys with luggage on the walkways, but you can roll them along the corridors next to them.

2. There are two train options, the Nonstop train to Stazione Termini and the local train to either Stazione Trastevere or Stazione Ostiense. 

Get your tickets before you get to the tracks where the trains wait and be sure to validate the ticket by inserting it into one of the orange machines at the side of the walkway to the trains. The tickets can be purchased:

· at automatic vending machines at both Fiumicino airport and Termini station

· at the ticket counter near the platform at Fiumicino airport 

· in the shop marked with a large letter “T” (Tabacchi/Tobacconist’s)

· at the Alitalia bureau near track 22 at Termini station (6.30 AM - 9.00 PM)

A. The express train to Stazione Termini goes directly to  the main train station without stopping between the airport and the station. It usually waits on the right side of the airport train station. The trip takes 30 min and costs €12 Euro. It generally leaves every hour at every 22th and 52th minute. The first ride is at 5.52 AM, the last one at 22.52 PM. It takes app. 30 minutes to arrive in Termini station. The train starts from and arrives at track 22 of the station. Be patient with the long walk from where the train stops to the front of the station. 

You could take a taxi to the Curia from the station (approximately €15 for fare), or the Number 40 express bus (one euro). For the bus, buy a ticket in advance at one of the tobacco stands (marked by a black sign with a big white “T”) and exit the front of the station and proceed to the lines of waiting buses. Look for the sign for the No. 40, which runs frequently. You must validate your bus ticket in one of the small orange machines. 

Take the bus until the very last stop, right after you cross the Tiber River. Everyone has to leave the bus there. When you get off the bus, go back to the via della Conciliazione and turn to the right, towards St. Peters. One block before you get into the big piazza, you will see the Hotel Colombus on your left. Take the small street just after the hotel (via Cavallieri di S. Sepolcro). Turn left and go one short block to the front door of the Curia, Borgo S. Spirito 4, which is just across the street from the church of Santo Spirito. 

Except for major holidays, the Curia front door is open from 8:00-21:00. On Sundays it is open from  9:00-13:00 PM. If you are arriving at some other time, make arrangements in advance for getting into the building.

Local telephone numbers at the curia: Receptionist: 06-689-771.  

Curia, from the US or Canada: 011-39-06-689-771

B. The local train departs from the track on the left (as you walk towards the trains). This second train is called by two names: FM1 (Ferrovia Metropolitana 1), or Treno metropolitano per Orte or Fara Sabina (it goes alternatively to both places, both are good for you). Sometimes the sign just says going to Stazione Tiburtina. This train costs  €5  and as is just as comfortable as the nonstop train. On working days it leaves every 20 minutes or so. [image: image1.jpg]


During weekends there is a reduction in frequency, but there is at least one every hour. 

If you take the local train, you can choose either of two stops: Stazione Trastevere (after 23 minutes) or Stazione Ostiense (27 minutes). The stop immediately before  Stazione Trastevere is Villa Bonelli. Most of the time the stops are NOT announced, so watch the signs on the station platforms. If you do miss Trastevere, get off at the next stop, Ostiense. In either case you can take a taxi to the Curia or a bus. 

From Stazione Trastevere, walk out of the station and across the parking lot to reach the tram line on the main street outside the station area. There is a tram line that runs in the parking lot; do not take it but continue out to the line that runs along the main street. Take the tram that goes to Largo Argentina, the last stop on the tram line. When you exit the tram, go left to the other side of the square to the bus stop in front of the book shop. Catch the Number 40 express and follow the directions above when you get to the end of the line. 

From Stazione Ostiense, you can catch a bus 280 which goes along the Tiber. Get off it when you are right in front of St. Peter’s basilica which you will see off to the left. It is easier, though, just to take a taxi from Ostiense, and there are usually more taxis there than at Trastevere.

Give taxis this address: “Curia Generalizia, Borgo Santo Spirito, 4, (vicino al Vaticano, all’angolo con Via dei Penitenzieri)”

The fare from Trastevere Station (or Ostiense Station) should be around 15 Euro (it varies with the time, the traffic and how many suitcases you have). Tips are always welcomed, but NOT obligatory, so don’t let drivers take their presumed tip before they give you change.

3 Taxi into Rome

If you choose to go by taxi, follow the arrows in the airport to the taxi area, which is outside and on the same floor of the check out area. You have to stand in line sometimes, but it is always a fast procedure. Don’t accept the offer of a taxi from someone who comes up to you inside the terminal; these drivers are more apt to charge more than they should and to not use meters. A taxi ride to Rome should cost you around 45/50 Euro (about 58/65 US$). You also pay a fee of 1,04 Euro (about 1.3 US$) for every suitcase. Make sure that the taxi is an official one, and beware of non-official taxies or drivers: with various excuses (that they have a nicer car etc.) they could ask you consistently more, up to app. 90 US$. Make sure that you deal the price without possibility of mistakes before accepting the service if the taxi is not an official one. The only other cars and drivers you can trust are the car service ones. The official taxies are yellow or white, and have meters.

Give the taxi driver the address as described above.

IV. Getting from the Curia to Fiumicino Airport 

1. The easiest way is to contact the Jesuit Guest Bureau in the Curia which can help arrange an appointment with a trusted driver who will take you directly from the front door of the Curia to either of the two Rome airports. The cost is currently €36.  In normal traffic the drive to Fiumicino airport should take 30-40 minutes; Ciampino would be the same in normal traffic, but slow-downs on the freeway can make the trip a bit longer.

2. You could take a taxi from the piazza in front of St. Peter’s to Stazione Trastevere and then take the local train to the Airport. This would probably cost around  €20 altogether.

3. Alternatively you could take the # 40 bus to Largo Argentina (catch it in front of the hospital between the Curia and the river); and then take the tram to Stazione Trastevere.

Alternatively, from the same bus stop in front of the hospital, you can take the #280  bus to Stazione Ostiense and then a train to the Airport. You should plan on one hour and fifteen minutes to one and a half hours for the trip to the airport via bus and train.

Arrive at Stazione Trastevere 10 MINUTES before your train will leave.  Airport trains are on TRACK 6; look for signs to an underground tunnel, on your right as you enter the station, in Italian: SOTTOPASSAGGIO.  Track 6 is the last track.  

In the tunnel, you will notice several yellow boxes on the wall.  Validate your ticket by inserting it into the box. A conductor might not come by to check tickets, but the fine for not having a validated ticket is quite high.  

